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The Last Supper
(Matt. 26:17-30)

The text is the content that describes the first holy
communion in church as well as Jesus Christ's Last Supper.

The Passover, the strict time began. Jesus disciples who did
not know anything vet made preparation of the Lord’s Supper
for the Passover as usual. But Jesus who knew all the things
that would afterward occur explained plans for the future to
His disciples.

Jesus replied, “Go into the city to a certain man and tell
him, ‘The Teacher says: My appointed time is near. [ am going
to )celebrate the Passover with my disciples at your house™ (v.
18

Here, ‘certain’ does not refer to a certain man but speaks
ironically a man who perhaps might be Mark according to
theological scholars. After Jesus ascended into heaven, His disciples came
back to Jerusalem, stayed there, and continued instant in prayer. In the
meantime, the place that they experienced
the advent of the Holy Spirit was just the
upper room of Mark

Finally, the Last Supper, the First Holy
Communion was progressing.

“And while they were eating, he said, ‘T
tell you the truth, one of you will betray me”
(v. 21).

His disciples expected that if Jesus would
establish the government of Israel, their
career path would be open. Meantime, what
Jesus said the man who would sell Jesus was
in them was very much shocking for them.

When other disciples were worried
if something was wrong with him and
felt uncomfortable, Judah said, “Surely
not I, Rabbi?” (v. 25). Judah showed very
pretentious figure. He himself Knew very well
whom Jesus talked about.

After such a thing happened, Jesus in
earnest, carried out the Last Supper, the first
Holy Communion.

“While they were eating, Jesus took bread,
gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, saying, ‘Take and eat; this is my
body” (v. 26).

Here, we need to notice four verbs: take,
bless, break, and give. The word, ‘take’ means
that, just as there is the bread that is chosen
among much bread as the bread of Holy Communion, so we are the
chosen people of God among many people. And the word, ‘bless’ indicates
that we are the people being born to be blessed by God, the life of Christ
indicates that just as Jesus breaks bread, so He breaks His life, and it
indicated that we who received God’s life live the life of giving. The last
purpose of the Holy Communion is that just as Jesus breaks His bread, so
we give ours to the neighbors to let them receive their life.

My beloved Christians,

Though Jesus approached the terrible sufferings of the cross, He
waited the last supper of the Passover. That is the reason why we are able
to be saved and live our life with the desire, life, and ability of eternal
kingdom of God. By meditating deeply Jesus Christ who was nailed and
bled on the cross until He will come again, and by using fruitfully us for
the gospel as one bodied church, I sincerely pray that all of you will be
the people of God in the name of Jesus Christ.
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